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EXPERIENCE

Adjunct Acting Instructor (Computer Animation), 2018-Present

Ringling College of Art and Design, Sarasota FL

Ringling College of Art and Design invites creatives from every corner of the world to come deepen, transform, and explore their passions. Animators learn to apply acting theory to purposeful, emotion and intention driven action through study of psychological gesture as applied to conflict and obstacle. 
Theater Instructor, 2015-Present
State College of Florida Collegiate School, Bradenton, FL

SCFCS is an innovative model that changes the educational landscape. It is influenced by one of the best international schools, the Swedish Kunskapsskolan model, to nurture motivation, independence and ensure student success.

Director of the Theatre, 2009-2015
The Theatre at the Imperial Centre, Rocky Mount, NC

The Art’s Center theatre, winner of the 2010 NCTC Community Theatre Award, has been part of the Rocky Mount community for more than 50 years. The theatre presents 4 main stage productions, a Christmas concert, and two children’s theatre productions. The new (five years old) facility is a state-of-the-art, 300 seat theatre.

Responsible for directing/producing the entire theatre season, managing the facility, and overseeing all outreach and youth programs: 

· Manage an annual budget of $150,000+

· Initiate aggressive community outreach, audience development, and volunteer cultivation programs

· Supervise numerous projects and events (e.g. Tarside Tales, Don Dixon/Marti Jones in concert, Annual Christmas Chorus, Friends of the Arts Centre receptions)

· Direct Young Actors Theatre (ages 13-18) and Playshop (ages 8-12)

· Oversee professional design staff and numerous volunteers, including Friends Group

· Institute new house management/usher/volunteer training and supervision

· Adjunct Theatre Instructor Nash Community College

Foreign Language Trainer, 2013-2014
Disney English, Beijing, China

Disney English is a quickly growing English language program, wholly owned by the Walt Disney Company, with dozens of centers in 11 cities throughout China.

Responsible for teaching curriculum in all three levels of the language program: Hello World (ages 2-3), Foundations (ages 3-6), and Step Up (ages 6-12). Additionally, ran demo classes and assisted in workshops. In Beijing, I also ran workshops for the Beijing Playhouse. Additionally, I was allowed to attend rehearsals of a Kunqu Opera production (Kunqu Opera is an almost 600 year old traditional form of Chinese theatre.)

Theatre Director/Instructor, 2000-2009
The Williston Northampton School, Easthampton, MA  

New England boarding and day school offering a rigorous academic curriculum for 550 day and boarding students, grades 7 – Postgraduate.  Enrichment offerings include college-level courses; the school features 260 seat state-of-the-art theatre on campus and each member of the Fine Arts faculty is actively involved professionally in the Arts.

Responsible for artistic direction, curriculum and execution of the entire theatre education program for all students: 


· Direct three major productions a year

· Write original scripts, songs, and scores for annual children’s series

· Manage an annual budget of $75,000

· Oversee and manage a professional design staff and student assistants

· Market all productions to community, including posters, press releases, ads

· Teach 100-150 students a year and advise/mentor 8-12 students.
· Employed by Walt Disney World during 2007 sabbatical, participating in classes at Disney University, interviewing Disney Entertainment leaders, and serving as cast member driving a safari truck in Kilimanjaro Safaris

Classes include:

· Introduction to the Theatre:  Focus on acting fundamentals.  Texts include Boleslavsy’s Acting, the First Six Lessons and Shurtleff’s Audition.  Apply concepts to scene study, intensive monologue work and audition technique.
· Theatre Production:  Focus on directing techniques, ranging from Hodge to Grotowski, culminating in student directed staged readings.  Texts include works by Pinter, Becket, Shepard, Artaud and Jarry.  Class includes a history of the theatre from Ancient Greece to the present.
· Advanced Acting:  Intensive acting class with emphasis on Stanislavsky. Class introduces Meyerhold, Grotowski and Artaud.  Scene study work includes Shakespeare.
· Playwriting:   Introduction to playwriting techniques, including format, structure, subtext, character development and conflict.  Texts include works by Aristotle, Brecht, and Artaud.

Artistic Director, 2006—2009
Williston Summer Theatre  

Educational theatre programs for students age 8 – 18, culminating in 2 professional quality productions each summer, resulting in net profit over $25,000 every season.  
· Supervise and manage all programs, including Students On Stage, a children’s acting ensemble, and The Traveling Show, a teen touring program, and Internship Program. 

· Direct two main stage productions

· Oversee, manage and inspire 25 member staff
Director of Educational Programs, 2003—2005
Pioneer Valley Summer Theatre, Easthampton, MA

Professional one week stock theatre company operating under Actors Equity Association contract each summer, the theatre produces 8 weekly main-stage shows and 3 outdoor shows for children.

· Oversaw and managed three separate educational programs

· Recruited, hired, trained and supervised all instructors for educational programs

· Directed 2 main-stage shows per season

· Served as Vice President of the Board of Directors
Theatre Director/Instructor, 1992—1995
The Loomis Chaffee School, Windsor, CT

Boarding and day college preparatory school on 300 acres; energized and stabilized a non-cohesive theatre program that was suffering from high turnover (3 directors in 3 years).  Enthused students and improved attendance by 200%.
Musician, 1990—2001
The Nields
Award winning indie folk/rock band.  Involved in all aspects of the band’s career, from marketing and management to performance, music composition and arrangement.

· Played lead guitar, wrote songs for the band

· Toured extensively throughout the U.S. and Canada, releasing 8 albums on Razor & Tie, Guardian/E.M.I., and Zoe Records

· Served as Road Manager

· Songs placed in PBS The Egg, and Academy Award™ nominated short Seraglio
Resident Directorial Assistant, 1990—1991
The Shakespeare Theatre at the Folger, Washington D.C.

· Assisted all directors (including Michael Kahn and René Buch) on four major productions for the season:  Richard III (Stacey Keach), Othello (Avery Brooks, Andre Braugher), Fuente Ovejuna, King Lear (Fritz Weaver) 

· Rehearsed understudies and participated in casting

· Taught classes in Acting Shakespeare for educational outreach program

· Wrote for Asides, Shakespeare Theatre Company magazine
RELATED EXPERIENCE/AWARDS
Musician:  Guitar, Harmonica 

Sports Coached:  Soccer, Wrestling  

ProTools; Final Cut Pro
MEMBERSHIPS/CERTIFICATIONS
ASCAP member
Who’s Who In America
SCUBA certified (NAUI)

Certified in Theatre, Massachusetts Teachers Association, Florida Department of Education
PUBLICATIONS:
“The Dirt On Shakespeare.”  Newsweek May 27, 1991

Original Scripts: Bugs!, The Rain King, Nancy Drew and the Mystery at Lilac Inn (produced through special arrangement with Simon & Schuster), Wrinkle in Time
Original compositions and scores: Pilots, The Garden, The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Pied Piper, Bremen Town Musicians, James and the Giant Peach, Stone Soup.
EDUCATION
The Catholic University of America, M.F.A. in Directing



May, 1990

Wake Forest University, B.A. English, Theatre




May, 1983

